ESSAYS ON THE GITA

and Teacher who has to remove from him his ignorance
of his true self and of the nature of the world and of
the springs of his own action. For it is because he acts
ignorantly, with a wrong intelligence and therefore a
wrong will in these matters, that man is or seems to be
bound by his works; otherwise works are no bondage
to the free soul. It is because of this wrong intelligence
that he has hope and fear, wrath and grief and tran-
sient joy; otherwise works are possible with a perfect
serenity and freedom. Therefore it is the Yoga of
the Buddhi, the intelligence, that is first enjoined on
Arjuna. To act with right intelligence and, therefore,
a right will, fixed in the One, aware of the one self in
all and acting out of its equal serenity, not running
about in different directions under the thousand im-
pulses of our superficial mental self, is the Yoga of the
intelligent will.

There are, says the Gita, two types of intelligence
in the human being. The first is concentrated, poised,
one, homogeneous, directed singly towards the Truth;

unity is its characteristic, concentrated fixity is its very
being. In the other there is no single will, no unified
intelligence, but only an endless number of ideas
many-branching, coursing about, that is to say, in this
or that direction in pursuit of the desires which are
offered to it by life and by the environment. Buddhi,
the word used, means, properly speaking, the mental
power of understanding but it is evidently used by
the Gita in a large philosophic sense for the whole
action of the discriminating and deciding mind which
determines both the direction and use of our thoughts.
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